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An Eco-Prize: Lesson Plan               

	Outcomes:

· Learners practice extract meaning from an authentic text

· Phrases to describe a person's achievements

· Learners discuss and present a person who they think merits a prize for their achievements



	Materials

Internet connection with projector to show video.

Text: Goldman prize-winners. One copy per student.

Worksheet: Goldman prize-winners:  One copy per student.

Please copy double-sided and save trees! The student materials fit onto two sheets of paper per student this way.

	Level

B1 level of English and above


	Time

1 hour and thirty minutes


Credits

I would like to thank the Goldman Environment Prize foundation for generously allowing me to use their copyright material including photos and video in this lesson plan.

	Stage 
	Aim
	Procedure
	 Timing in minutes

	1
	Lead-in to topic of the prize 
	Ask the class what prizes they know about, e.g. the Booker prize, the Nobel prize. Tell them they are going to watch a video about a prize-winner named Evgenia Chirikova. As they watch, they  should answer the following questions:

-What country is Evgenia from?

-What was the problem in the Khimki forest?

-What did she do?

-Was she successful?

Watch the video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SE-Vf47Rlg 

Afterwards, students discuss in pairs and feedback to class.
	15 

	2
	Introduce the Goldman prize
	Teacher reads the introduction to the Goldman Environment  prize and students answer the following questions:

When was it started?

What does it honour?

Where do the winners come from?

What is it sometimes known as?

Feedback the answers with the class.


	10

	3
	Jigsaw Reading and Speaking: Find out about the recipients of the prize by reading a text and then asking someone for information from the text they read.
	Put the class into 2 groups and give one group text A and one group text B. Students read their text and answer the 3 questions and match words to the definitions on the worksheet.

Put students in pairs with one member from each of the previous groups. They ask these questions  to their partner about the person their partner has read about:

What was the problem?

What did he or she do?

How successful were they?

What new words did you learn?

Students complete the missing information from the text they did not read

	15


	4
	Language focus: describing achievements
	Tell the class which person you admire, e.g. 'I admire ….

Ask a couple of students which of the people they most admire. Then ask them who they admire from other fields, e.g. sport, the media, or history. 

Put the following phrases on the board and drill them:

I admire …... for the way he/she ….

I think ….. particularly inspiring because...

Their great achievement is …

They deserve a prize for...


	10

	5
	Speaking and personalisation
	In small groups students discuss four a few minutes people they admire and come up with a list of four or five people they admire most and why.

When they are ready, they present the people they admire to the class and say why they admire these people.

Teacher gives feedback on what they said well and corrects errors.


	10

	6

	Conclusion
	Ask students to give feedback as a class on the most interesting things they have learnt and on the most useful vocabulary.


	5


Description of the Goldman Environment Prize 

Read this to the class so that they can answer the questions in stage 2 of the lesson plan.

The Goldman Environment Prize was started in 1996 by Richard and Rhoda Goldman. It aims to honour ordinary people who have taken extraordinary action to protect the environment. Each year an award of 150,000 Dollars is presented to a winner from each of the World's regions; Africa, Europe, Asia, Island nations, South and Central America and North America. The winners all work in different ways to protect the natural world, the different plants and animals within it, and work to promote a sustainable future. They have often worked at great personal risk to themselves. The Goldman Environment prize has come to be known as the 'Green Nobel Prize'.

Ikal Angelei , Winner Africa 2012

Located in East Africa’s Rift Valley, Lake Turkana, a World Heritage Site, is the largest desert lake in the world. An archeological site where some of the oldest human fossils have been found, the Lake Turkana Basin is home to large populations of crocodiles, hippos, snakes and fish. Its thriving ecosystem represents a lifeline to the hundreds of thousands of indigenous farmers, herders and fishermen who live around it.

Over the past 40 years, climate change, irrigation projects and upstream dam projects have steadily lowered Lake Turkana’s water levels. As water becomes increasingly scarce, the residents near the Kenya and Ethiopia border who rely on the lake to support their livelihood have become desperate to provide for themselves and their families. Dwindling natural resources have increased competition for wood, animals and especially water between indigenous communities in Kenya and Ethiopia, resulting in armed raids and massacres in the Lake Turkana region.

[image: image1.emf]In 2006, construction of the Gibe 3 Dam began along the Omo River, the source of 90 percent of Lake Turkana’s water. The dam is expected to cause the lake’s water level to drop by as much as 23 to 33 feet within the first five years, depleting fish stocks and depriving communities of a critical source of potable water in this desert environment. Poverty and resource conflicts between communities are likely to increase as a result.
Motivation

Born in Kitale and raised in the violent region of the Lake Turkana Basin, 31-year-old Ikal Angelei was taught at a tender age to protect herself amid ethnic conflict between the indigenous communities of Kenya and Ethiopia. She was working at the Turkana Basin Institute, an anthropology research center, when she heard from research scientists about construction of the massive dam—and immediately felt a responsibility to stop it. Outraged at the fact that plans were moving forward without any consultation from local communities, she founded the group Friends of Lake Turkana (FoLT) in 2008.

Impact

Angelei brought together Lake Turkana’s divided and marginalized indigenous communities to fight against the mounting environmental and social implications of the Gibe 3 Dam. She informed elders, chiefs and opinion leaders—all of whom had not heard about the dam—about the project and its implications. In February 2009, local tribes issued a “Lake Turkana People’s Declaration” stating that they had given FoLT the mandate to communicate their grievances regarding the dam.

In response to Angelei’s work, in August 2011, the Kenyan Parliament passed a unanimous resolution for the Kenyan government to demand an independent environmental assessment from Ethiopia. UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee also responded to her appeals by passing a resolution to halt dam construction until further investigation.

Most impressive of all, Angelei successfully convinced major banks, including the World Bank, the European Investment Bank and the African Development Bank, to withdraw their considerations for financing of the Gibe 3 Dam. Angelei is working to ensure Kenya complies with the resolution passed by Parliament.  

 Ma Jun, Prize-winner 2012, Asia

After experiencing tremendous economic growth, China now faces severe problems with the environmental quality of its air, land and water. More than 300 million people have no access to safe drinking water, while more than half of its urban residents face daily exposure to badly polluted air.

As the workshop of the world, a significant portion of this pollution comes from multinational corporations with manufacturing operations in China.

In 2008, the Chinese government passed a series of regulations granting the public the right to access certain environmental information and ordering local environmental protection bureaus to release data about polluters violating national standards. However, enforcement was weak and the disclosure was piecemeal, making it difficult for the public to access such information.
[image: image2.emf]Motivation

While working at the South China Morning Post in the 1990s, Ma Jun had the opportunity to travel extensively in the country. He witnessed the environmental pollution, eco-degradation and sufferings of people in various watersheds in China. He began focusing on research into water challenges, and his book “China’s Water Crisis” became a national call for environmental protection.

Realizing that access to information was a prerequisite for public participation in pollution control, Ma Jun founded the Institute of Public and Environmental Affairs (IPE), where he organizes the monitoring and enforcement data from the Chinese government to make it available to the public through online air and water pollution maps.

Impact

To date, Ma Jun and his team at IPE have exposed over 90,000 air and water violations by local and multinational companies operating in China. Chinese citizens, for the first time in history, have at their fingertips information that reveals which companies are violating environmental regulations across China’s 31 provinces—and with it, the power to demand justice.

Through its Green Choice supply chain program, which has 41 local NGO participants, IPE has encouraged consumers to use their buying power to influence corporate sourcing and manufacturing behavior.  Ma Jun is now working collaboratively with major brands such as Wal-Mart, Nike, GE, Coca Cola, Siemens, Vodafone, H&M, Adidas, Sony, Unilever, Levi’s and Lenovo, all who now regularly reference the maps and self-regulate.

Ma’s most recent high-profile effort involved Apple, one of 29 companies named in a 2010 Green IT report about heavy metal pollution in China—and the only one that did not respond, citing a long-term policy not to disclose its supplier information. He led a coalition of NGOs to launch a “Poison Apple” campaign to protest against the company’s lack of supply chain oversight. In September 2011, after a year and a half of silence, Apple approached Chinese environmental groups and began to drive its suppliers to clean up their practices. 

Worksheet

	What was the problem?

Ikal Angelei:
Ma Jun:



	What did they do?

Ikal Angelei:
Ma Jun:



	In what way were they successful?

Ikal Angelei:
Ma Jun:




1. Read the text your teacher gives you and answer the questions about the person you read about.
2. What words or phrases can you find in the text in bold which match the following definitions from your text?

The text about Ikal Angelei

1. To make someone believe you        _______________
2. A system of living things existing together    _______________
3. A wall across a river to store water or generate electricity
_______________
4. a long term change in the weather    _______________
5. a large body of inland water    _______________
6. when everyone agrees with a decision  _______________
7. not having enough money to live properly   _______________
8. things that makes you angry   _______________
The text about Ma Jun

1. People taking action against something they disagree with  _______________
2. the logos or names used by companies or products  _______________
3. a requirement _______________
4. caring for the world around us _______________
5. air that is not clean _______________
6. to see something with your own eyes _______________
7. when a person, company or country breaks the law  _______________
Teachers' notes

	What was the problem?

Ikal Angelei
A plan to build a damn upstream from lake Turkana which would prevent water reaching the lake and result in great environmental damage and destruction of local communities

Ma Jun
Lack of transparency about pollution caused by multinationals in China. People couldn't get information



	What did they do?

Ikal Angelei

Formed an organisation to help local people fight the damn and lobbied the government and international donors

Ma Jun
Wrote a book to bring attention to the problem and set up a website to expose air and water pollution sites. 



	In what way were they successful?

Ikal Angelei

She made the government demand an independent environmental assessment and international donors pulled out.

Ma Jun
Has made important information about pollution available to Chinese citizens and lobbied multinational companies to regulate pollution levels.




Teachers' notes

2. What words or phrases can you find in the text in bold which match the following definitions from your text?

The text about Ikal Angelei

1. To make someone believe you convinced

2. A system of living things existing together ecosystem

3. A wall across a river to store water or generate electricity dam

4. a long term change in the weather   climate change

5. a large body of inland water            lake

6. when everyone agrees with a decision    unanimous

7. not having enough money to live properly    poverty

8. things that makes you angry         grievance

The text about Ma Jun

1. People taking action against something they disagree with protest

2. the logos or names used by a companies or products  brands

3. a requirement  prerequisite

4. caring for the world around us environmental protection

5. air that is not clean badly polluted air

6. to see something with your own eyes witnessed

7. when a person, company or country breaks the law violations
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